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INFO OCT-02 ARA-14 ISO-OO EB-08 /023 W 

120096 250638Z/23 

R 241503Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9376 

UNCLAS KINGSTON 0517 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, JM 

SUBJECT: J$1 MILLION FIRE DAMAGE TO PAPER PROCESSING COMPANY 
REF: KINGSTON 467 

1 . ANOTHER FIRE IN THE KINGSTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE HAS 
CAUSED SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE TO WAREHOUSE AND STOCKS OF RAW 
MATERIALS. ACCORDING TO LOCAL PRESS REPORTS, FIRE ON 
JANUARY 22 DESTROYED THE WAREHOUSE AND STOCKS OF PAPER 
PROCESSORS LIMITED, A LEADING MANUFACTURER OF TOILET TISSUE, 

PAPER BAGS, SHOPPING BAGS, PAPER PLATES AND SANITARY 
NAPKINS. THE ESTIMATED DAMAGE HAS BEEN VALUED AT BETWEEN 
J$600,000 AND J$1 MILLION. 

2. AS A RESULT, OPERATIONS AT THE COMPANY WILL CEASE 
TEMPORARILY TO ALLOW THE STOCKS OF RAW MATERIALS TO BE 
REPLACED. ABOUT 165 PEOPLE ARE LIKELY TO BE AFFECTED - A 
FACT WHICH WILL ADD TO THE ALREADY HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
IN JAMAICA. CAUSE OF THE FIRE IS UNKNOWN, BUT THE POLICE 

ARE INVESTIGATING. 


3. THE COMPANY HAD JUST RECEIVED THESE RAW MATERIALS 
(OVER 90 PERCENT IMPORTED) FOLLOWING WEEKS OF DELAY. 

IT IS EXPECTED THAT IT WILL TAKE ANOTHER 6 WEEKS OR MORE 
TO REPLACE THE IMPORTED MATERIAL. PAPER PROCESSORS LIMITED 
IS OWNED BY A CONSORTIUM OF THREE MAJOR DISTRIBUTING 
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FIRMS. THESE ARE GRACE KENNEDY & COMPANY LTD., FACEY 
COMMODITY LIMITED AND T. GEDDES GRANT (DISTRIBUTORS) 
LIMITED. ONLY SIX DAYS AGO FIRE AT THE WAREHOUSE OF 
T. GEDDES GRANT (DISTRIBUTORS) LIMITED DESTROYED STOCKS 
OF VEGETABLE SEEDS, FERTILIZERS, FUNGICIDES AND OTHER 
AGRICULTURAL RAW MATERIALS VALUED AT J$500,000 TO J$600,000. 
(SEE REFTEL). 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


IRVING 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PAPER INDUSTRY, FIRES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 24 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978KINGST00517 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780036-1130 
Format: TEL 
From: KINGSTON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 30/aaaaayyt. tel 

Line Count: 63 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: c5ea24e1-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION COME 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 KINGSTON 467 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25 feb 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3726198 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: J$1 MILLION FIRE DAMAGE TO PAPER PROCESSING COMPANY 
TAGS: ETRD, JM 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/c5ea24e1-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



